
 

 
Our research on the low car-
bon economy highlights a 
number of potential low car-
bon opportunities outside of 
high tech industry, in areas 
such as construction and car 
recycling.  
 
The research involved produc-
ing a short profile for each of 
the 14 strategic authorities in 
the West Midlands, and has 
helped local authorities and 
business leaders understand 
the risks and opportunities of 
the low carbon economy for 
their area.  
 
More at: http://bit.ly/9w4ITA  

This summary of the Observatoryõs work over the course of last 
year highlights important and authoritative research into the  
social and  economic challenges facing the West Midlands.  

 

Despite the turbulence in local and regional government, these  
challenges remain and must now be taken forward by other  
partners, particularly Local Enterprise Partnerships.  

Our skills research informed decision 
making by a range of partners work-
ing to address the skills needs of the 
West Midlands. 
 

This yearõs annual skills assessment 
gives an overview of the changing 
needs of the West Midlands' labour 
market, with detailed exploration of 
key issues by sector, as well as sepa-
rate reports for groups of local au-
thorities. The report ( http://
bit.ly/9FzRrK ) will be an important 
resource for national government, to 
inform national skills strategy.  
 

We also produced a skills assessment 
for the city region of Birmingham, 
the Black Country and Coventry. The 
research, used extensively by the 
city region, includes an analysis of 
macro-economic trends, trends in 
population and migration, trends in 
earnings, the key drivers of skills 
change and emerging skills needs, as 
well as considering the balance be-
tween the supply of and demand for 
skills. ( http://bit.ly/9jnGY1 ) 
 

Our review of skills in Environmental 
technologies gained a huge amount 
of interest from both policy makers 
and the media. The research high-
lights the potential contribution en-
vironmental technologies such as 
renewable energy, pollution moni-
toring and waste management could 
make to the West Midlands' economy 
(http://bit.ly/bkCT39 ) 

2009-10 in summary  

Functioning economic geographies  
- useful evidence for LEPs  
 
We produced a significant study reporting 
on the functioning economic geographies 
of the West Midlands, which has proved 
timely and useful for local authorities 
and businesses seeking to set up Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs). 
 
Read the research: http://bit.ly/9KSF9O   

òWe are in desperate need of hard 
facts and a cool assessment of what 
the facts tell us. It is too tempting 
to manage by anecdote and the  
Observatory helps stop this.  
 

In a world of Local Enterprise Part-
nerships, we still need the Observa-
tory output .ó 
 
 

Jerry Blackett, Chief Executive,  

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce  

òIt is important that in 
the current economic 
climate that we retain 
the capacity and special-
ism of the Observatory.ó 
 
Chief Executive, District 
Council 
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Enterprise & Innovation  
 

Our Enterprise and Innovation research 
informed a wide range of key decision 
makers, particularly within the private 
and public sectors.  
 

We developed Enterprise and Innova-
tion ôdashboardsõ to help people un-
derstand complex business data. These 
tools will be useful for both Local En-
terprise Partnerships and national gov-
ernment to present and understand 
key business statistics in the future.  
 
The Enterprise dashboard (http://
b i t . ly /ceFco6 )  and Innovat ion 
dashboard (http://bit.ly/9H0lcQ ) are 
both available on our website.  

 

Economic Inclusion  
 

Our Economic Inclusion research 
programme explored issues sur-
rounding inclusion and workless-
ness in the West Midlands, in-
cluding research into unemploy-
ment, deprivation, barriers to 
work and benefit claimants.  
 

Some of this work has been sent 
to the Dept. for Work & Pensions 
(DWP) to inform national welfare 
reform policy. It is also being 
used at a local level to inform 
economic development policy.  
 

The Economic Inclusion baseline 
report ( http://bit.ly/cB0CbV ) 
provides the first comprehensive 
review of key issues of economic 
inclusion for the West Midlands.  
 

Subsequent research into the 
multiple risk factors of workless-
ness (http://bit.ly/aIHfTc ) gives 
important insight into how com-
binations of factors affect a per-
sonõs chance of being in work. 

òThe Observatory is playing a cru-
cial role in helping decision makers 
in the region take tough policy de-
cisions with a sense of confidence 
about the future, confidence that 
would be weakened without the 
intelligence and foresight that the 
Observatory provides.ó 
 
Senior Practitioner, County Council  

 

Fit for the Future?  
   

Fit for the Future 

was a book com-
missioned and 
published by the 
Observatory.  
 
It consists of ten 
chapters, written 

by ten different authors, setting out 
thoughts on how the West Midlands 
could best position itself for economic 
recovery (http://bit.ly/aecZwg ).  
 
The debate continued at our annual 
conference where leading decision 
makers and business leaders gathered 
to take practical steps forward.  

Contact:  
Oliver Nicholls, 0121 202 3244, oliver.nicholls@wmro.org  
web: wmro.org    blog: http://wmro.wordpress.com    twitter: @thewmro 

 State of the West Midlands  

     

 
 

Customer  
feedback  

 
Satisfaction 

with the  
Observatory 

and its work is 
at an all time 

high. 
 
 
 
 

93% of 

our users rate 
our research as 

independent 
and objective  

 

     

Our State of the Region re-
port for 2009 summarises a 
range of structural social 
and economic challenges 
that must now be taken 
forward by Local Enterprise 
Partnerships.  
 
The report explores a diffi-
cult year for the West Mid-
lands, having been hit by 
the global recession harder 
than most.  

 
A final report for 2010 will 
be produced in the autumn.  
(http://bit.ly/9aqyoj ) 
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